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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  SHEPTON  MALLET 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER  1963 


Tel:  (Office)  Shept on  Mallet  2237 
(Residence)  Wells  2643 


Area  Health  Office, 
U.D.C.  Buildings, 
Market  Square , 
Shepton  Mallet, 
Somerset • 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Mr, Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  of  the  District  for  1963*  prepared  in  accordance  with  the 
Public  Health  Officers  Regulations  (1959)  and  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1 / 64 • 

It  will  be  noted  that  this  year,  for  the  first  time, 
Causes  of  Death  have  been  broken  down  by  the  Registrar-General 
into  the  various  age  groups  according  to  each  sex. 


In  spite  of  the  exceptionally  severe  weather  conditions 
in  the  early  months  of  the  year,  overall  mortality  was  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  there  was  no  infant  or  maternal  mortality. 
Measles  was  prominent  in  the  District  during  the  year,  and  its  spread 
may  well  have  been  encouraged  by  close  living  conditions  due  to  the 
hard  weather. 

Progress  was  maintained  on  the  environmental  side,  as 
detailed  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  whom  I  am 
grateful  for  his  contribution  to  the  Report. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Council  members  and  staff  for 
their  help  and  consideration,  and  in  particular  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  serveant, 

D.E* CLARE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  District  (in  acres)  . ..  ... 

Estimated  pc-  ulation  (mid-year)  1  9^3*  •  • 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

Rateable  Value  .  .  •  •  *  •  • 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate . . 


2,278 
5,620 
1778 
£199,142 
£819  °  11.  9d. 


MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1  963 

(with  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Rales  where  availaole) . 


BIRTHS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Legitimate 

36 

35 

71 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

Jl 

Totals 

18 

S 

74 

Rate  per  1,000  population . . . 

(Area  Births  Comparability  Factor  1.05) 


ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

"(Per  cent  of  total  live  births)  . 

STILL  BIRTHS 


S.M.U.D.C.  .  „ 
Re  corSeti”  Gorre  ct ed 


Somerset 


Wales . 
(Provisiona 
59,048 
856,276 


13.17 

13.85 

18.15 

18.2 

4.06 

4.88 

6.9 

Le gitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

Rate  per  1,000  live 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

_2 

<&  still 

_2 

births . 

_4 

STILL  BIRTHS 

40 

38 

78 

DEATHS 

TOTAL  DEATHS 
(all  age's}” 

37 

34 

71 

Rate  per  1,000  population . 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor  0.85) 


139  15,000 

51.3  1 5.4  17.2 

9,016  871  ,232 

6,967  572,881 

12.62  10.73  11.23  12.2 

(Corrected) 


ENFANT  DEATHS 
(under  1  year) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

(Under  4  weeks) 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Totals . 
(Under_1  week) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


122 

8 

130  18,043 

89 

J3 

97  12,176 

80 

_8 

88 


INFANT  MORTALITY  BATES 


S/kaLLET  U.D.C. 

radgaai  aa—aw ca  wzBumt  i— ■  ■>  » 

Recorded  Corrected 


Total  Infant  deaths  per  1,000 

total  live  births  . . 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live  births, 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 
(deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
total  live  births  ...  • . . 

EARLY  NEO -NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  ' 
"(deaths  under  1  week  per  1  ,000 
total  live  births)  . . 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(Still  births  &  deaths  under  1  week 
combined  per  1,000  live  &  still 
births)  . ..  ...  ...  51 • 3 


Somerset 

14.64 

14.45 

18.48 

10.92 

8.79 

24.07 


England  & 
bales 

21  .1 


14.2 


29.3 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 
(including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ......  -  1  244 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  &  still 

births  ...  . .  -  0.22  0.28 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 

Total 

Cases  Notified 

Measles 

•  •  • 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

•  #  • 

165 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

O  9  0 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

•  •  • 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0  0  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

0  9  9 

2 

Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

0  0  9 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

2 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

9  9  9  9  9  9 

9  9  9 

1 

Total 

174 

-  4  - 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING;  1  963 


i  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

1 

Sex | Total 

i  — 

Under 
4  wks 

KB  — Ip  •  -r.tgy 

4  wks  & 
under  1 , 

Age  in  Years 

1- 

5- 

15- 

1 

1 

25- 

1 

( 

35- 

i 

1 

45- 

1 

55- 

t 

65- 

75  & 

i 

Ages  ’ 

year 

] 

up- 

| 

j 

j 

wards 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~~  t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

| 

• 

1 

i 

— *  * 

Stomach 

F 

1 

- 

- 

— 

i 

-  i 

~ 

— 

| 

“  j 

\ 

i 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

1 

: 

1 

; 

; 

i 

1 

_  j 

1 

Lung,  Bronchus. 

i 

i 

i 

t 

1 

i 

Other  Malignant  and 

M  j 

6 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

- 

1 

5 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms. 

F 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

** 

1 

Diabetes . 

M 

1 

— 

— 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

1 

2 

Nervous  System. 

F' 

3 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Coronary  Disease, 

M 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Angina . 

F 

7 

2 

5  ! 

Hypertension  with 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

\ 

Heart  Disease. 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

•»** 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease. 

M 

8 

— 

— 

— 

as> 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

7 

F 

10 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Other  Circulatory 

M 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Disease . 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

i 

Bronchitis 

M 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

T 

D 

Hyperplasia  of 

M 

2 

1 

[ 

; 

1  j 

Prostate . 

1 

Other  Defined  and 

M 

3 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1  1 

Ill-defined  Diseases. 

F 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3  s 

Motor  Vehicle 

M 

1 

1 

i 

i 

■ 

1 

Accidents . 

~  1 

1 

i 

Other  Accidents. 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

i 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

1 

M 

37 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

3 

ho 

t 

19 

F 

j 

t 

t 

I 

34 

i 

-jactsB&nje 

J 

1 

i 

3 

1 

1  8 

22 

| 

1 
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NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  EON  1 963 


(The  figures  are  in  general  too  small  for  much  importance  to  be  attached 
to  them  but  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made) 

Population 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  an  increase  of  50  over  the  mid-year 
population  for  1962,  and  births  exceeded  deaths  by  3* 

Births 

Live  Births  -  totalled  13  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  with  a  correspondin 
fall  in  the  Recorded  Birth  Rate,  and  even  when  this  figure  is  adjusted  by  the 
Area  Births  Comparability  Factor,  which  makes  allowance  for  the  age  and  sex 
structure  of  the  population,  the  Birth  Rate  is  well  below  the  national  average 0 

Stillbirths 

With  4  stillbirths  this  year,  the  Stillbirth  Rate  rose  above  the  County 
and  National  figures  for  1963. 

Deaths 

Deaths  at  all  ages  -  were  some  11  less  than  in  1 962  and  when  adjusted  by 

the  Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor  the  Death  Rate  is  better  than  that  of 

Somerset  or  England  &  Wales. 

<. 

Infant  Mortality  -  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  that  there  were  no  deaths 
under  1  year. 

Perinatal  Mortality  -  due  to  the  4  stillbirths,  this  was  the  same  as  the 
Stillbirth  Rate. 

k'afernal  Mortality  -  once  again  no  women  died  in  the  District  as  a  result 
of  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 

Causejs  ,_£k._L_eath__in  1  9^3 

Diseases  of  the  Cardio -Vascular  System  -  again  caused  the  greatest  number 

c— - 3 —  -JLZ L : u. 2C~ jcrr  otimi  ltu.c  ■e». .xar.T tan 

of  deaths  in  the  District  but  totalled  5  less  than  in  19^2.  Of  these  Coronary 
and  other  Heart  Diseases  caused  35  deaths,  followed  by  Vascular  Diseases  of 
the  Nervous  System  with  6. 

Cancer  deaths  -  again  took  second  place  with  9  deaths  and  of  these  cancers 
of  other  sites  than  stomach  or  lungs  caused  7  deaths. 

Re^spipraj o r.y_Di s e a s e s  -  accounted  for  4  deaths  less  than  in  the  previous 
yean  and  were  restricted  to  Bronchitis. 

Accidents  -  wTere  the  cause  of  2  deaths,  both  unfortunately  under  25  years 
and  one  was  connected  with  a  motor  vehicle. 

No tifiable  Di senses 

Measles  -  as  was  the  experience  in  neighbouring  districts,  this  disease 

&•  ~  -  t^SZJL‘~Xm -  IWaTTATTS.  crj» 

was  prominent  amongst  the  children  of  the  town  following  a  comparative  lull 
the  previous  year. 

Tub e r cu  1  o s _i_s  -  there  were  2  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  notified 
during  the  year. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (SEC ,47)  AND  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1951 


No  cases  occurred  requiring  action  under  the  provisions  of  these 
Acts,  but  regular  visits  were  made  to  elderly  persons  living  in  borderline 
conditions , 


ANNUAL  BjSIUm  OF  FOOD  POISONING-  NOTIFICATIONS 


There  were  no  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  during  the  year. 
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VACCINATIONS  AND  INOCULATIONS 


(Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

(l )  Primary  Courses.  Number  of  children  in  the  District  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  in  the  year  ended  31 .12,63. 


1  963  1 962 


Children  born  in  the  years 

1961  I960  1959  1954-58  1949-53 


11  28  3  1  -  1.4.  2 

( 2 )  Re inforcingq  Inje c t i o n s 

Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year  ended  31*12. 64. 

14  5  69  47 


Total 


59 


126 


TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 

(l)  Primary  Courses,  Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  full  course 
of  primary  immunisation  in  year  ended  31 • 1 2 • 63 s 

11  28  3  1  -  14  2  59 


-Ln  ie P ^ ipn,s 
ended  31 .12. 63. 


Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections 

1  4  5  69  44 


in  year 
123 


WHOOPING-  COUCH  IMMUNISATION 

Number  of  children  in  District  who  have  completed  a  primary  course  of  Pertussis 
vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  year  ended  31*12.63. 

11  28  3  1  -  -  -  _43 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

(l)  Primary  C ourse .  Number  of  persons  in  District  who  received  a  course  of 
primary  vaccination  (two  injections  of  Salk  vaccine,  three  injections  of 
quadruple  vaccine  or  three  doses  of  Oral  vaccine)  during  the  year  1963* 

Persons  under  40  yrs 
of  age  &  priority 
group  s . 

Salk  Oral  Salk 


Children  Children  Children  Young  persons  born 


born 

1963 


born 

1962 


born 

1 943-61 


1 933-42 


Salk  Oral  Salk  Oral  JSalk  Oral 

21 


-  .  : 


2__  21  -  35  _ 

( 2 )  Reinforcements ,  1  963 

Number  of  persons  Number  of  children 
(all  groups)  who  of  5  yrs. but  under 
rec’d  a  3rd  Salk  12  yrs. who  rec’d 
Injn.or  4th  injn.  a  4th  Salk  injn. 
of  quadruple  vacc.  or  5th  injn.  of 

quadruple  vacc. 


Oral 


r- 


Number  of  persons 
(all  groups)  who 
rec’d  a  reinforc¬ 
ing  dose  of  Oral 
vacc.  following 
2  Salk  injns. 


21 


Number  of  children 
of  5  yrs. but  under 
12  yrs.  who  rec’d 
a  dose  of  Oral  Vacc 
after  3  Salk  injns. 
or  3  Oral  doses  or 
2  Salk  injns. plus 
2  Oral  .doses. _ 

73 


r —  rsmsrr.x 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  the  District  in  y e 1  5° 5° 
0-3  rnths  4-6  mths  7-9  mths  To-12  mths  \  year  _  2-4  years  5-14  years  1 5  or  ov 

^  p .  .  p  P  R  p  R  P  R  PR 

2  1  2  1  -  1  -  5  12  10  18 


-  er.-T«B-  sjer. 


- K«5 .  l;  znjr-  L*r.r r.-jrr:  j-tr  .xr-  j"  ~  e  r-r  JW.ru—  err- 


p  =  Primary  vaccina/tion. 


R  =  Re-vaccination. 
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AMUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  1963 


1 .  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  public  supply  is  operated  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks 
Company  and  no  restrictions  on  use  were  imposed  during  the  year. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  plumbo- solvent  action  and  two  samples 
from  the  supply  were  submitted  for  qualitative  examination  during 
the  year  both  proving  satisfactory.  A  full  scale  investigation 
into  a  private  supply  serving  six  houses  is  to  be  undertaken  in 
the  coming  year. 

The  distribution  of  water  supplies  in  the  district  is,  so  far 
as  can  be  ascertained,  as  follows ?- 

(a)  Mains  supplies?  1770  Population?  554-6 

(b)  Houses  supplied  by  the  wells  or  springs?  8  Population?  24 

2 .  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Most  of  the  premises  in  the  Urban  District  are  connected  to  the 
public  sewers  discharging  to  biological  treatment  works  at  Dar shill, 
but  approximately  70  properties  in  outlying  parts  of  the  area  are 
not  connected  to  the  main  drainage  system. 

Work  on  the  construction  of  additional  biological  filters 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  operation  of  double  filtration 
was  also  continued  with  gratifying  results  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
following  table  showing  the  results  of  analysis . 

Forty  four  samples  of  sewage  were  taken  during  the  year  as  follows s- 

Trade  effluent ........ •  11 

Crude  Sewage . 11 

Final  Effluent ........ .  22 

(no  samples  were  taken  in  January  because  of  bad  weather  conditions) 

Difficulties  have  again  been  experienced  in  connection  with 
the  drying  of  sludge  and  it  seems  inevitable  that  additional  drying 
areas  will  be  required  in  the  forseeable  future. 
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SHEPTON  PALLET  UREAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Par  shill  Sev^age  Works  -  Summary  of  Analysis 


a) 

CD 

1 — 1 

P 

pd 

CD 

tJ 

P  CO 

0  TD 

Ph  -H 

p 

0  0 
•H  ftf) 
p  0 
p  p 

0 

4^ 

P 

p 

CO 

>5  P 
p 

4-5 

a 

GO  , — 1 

f?D  -p 

4^ 

rd  O 

P 

CD 

w 

P  o 

P  -H 

•H 

P 

CO 

ft 

CO  CO 

O  *2; 

p 

l r\  pq 

J  anuary 

18.2.63 

c 

7.4 

No  samples 

315.0 

taken 

13.4 

NIL 

380.0 

p 

7.3 

42.0 

5.2 

NIL 

46 . 0 

F 

7.3 

13.0 

3.5 

4.0 

22.0 

19-3.63 

C 

6. 8 

165.0 

8.4 

NIL 

300 . 0 

P 

7-3 

39.0 

3.7 

NIL 

36.0 

F 

7-3 

21  .0 

2.1 

2.0 

14-0 

17.4.63 

C 

7-3 

125.0 

8.0 

NIL 

330.0 

P 

7-3 

40.0 

3.8 

NIL 

29.0 

F 

7.3 

17.0 

2.7 

3.2 

18.0 

23.5.63 

C 

7.3 

120.0 

— 

— 

380.0 

> 

P 

7.3 

50.0 

— 

— 

65.O 

F 

7.3 

50.0 

— 

— 

30.0 

17.6.63 

C 

7-3 

245  *0 

25.5 

NIL 

450.0 

P 

7-2 

123.0 

10.0 

13.0 

43.0 

F 

7-6 

17.0 

2.6 

15-0 

13-0 

16.7.63 

C 

6.9 

290.0 

13.2 

NIL 

550.0 

P 

7.3 

30.0 

3.8 

4.0 

20.0 

F 

7.5 

16.0 

1.8 

4.0 

12.0 

21.8.63 

C 

7.6 

155-0 

13.2 

NIL 

400.0 

P 

7.5 

50.0 

4.3 

NIL 

35-0 

F 

7.8 

42.0 

3.4 

6 . 0 

18.0 

19.9.63 

C 

7-3 

210.0 

15.0 

NIL 

400.0 

P 

7.9 

27.0 

2.9 

15-0 

20.0 

F 

7.9 

26.0 

4-3 

9.0 

15-0 

21.10.63 

C 

6 . 4 

210.0 

14-1 

NIL 

550.0 

P 

7-5 

38.0 

2.8 

15-0 

18.0 

F 

7.5 

14.0 

2.7 

15.0 

15-0 

19.11.63 

C 

7-3 

75-0 

5-7 

8.0 

88.0 

P 

7.7 

30.0 

1-9 

8.0 

13-0 

F 

7.9 

20.0 

1-75 

8.0 

10.0 

17.12.63 

C 

6.7 

250.0 

16.9 

NIL 

800.0 

P 

7-1 

66 . 0 

6.7 

NIL 

160.0 

F 

7.3 

20.0 

4.2 

4-0 

28.0 

Sample  code; 

C  - 

Crude  1 

Sewage  5  P  - 

Primary 

Filter 

Effluent 

F  - 

Final 

filter  effluent. 

Method  of  Sampling  -  \  gallon  at  -§•  hour  intervals  -  7a. m .  -  6  p.m. 
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SEV/AGS  DISPOSAL  continued 


During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  nuisance  arose  from  sewage 
gaining  access  to  springs  in  the  Darshill  area  and  investigation 
showed  that  this  was  due  to  the  fracture  of  the  main  outfall  sewer 
on  a  section  which  is  constructed  in  tunnel.  The  effects  were 
worsened  by  partial  blockage  of  the  sewer  by  tree  roots  and  it  seems 
certain  that  within  the  next  two  or  three  years  a  length  of  approx¬ 
imately  100  yards  of  this  sewer  will  have  to  be  exposed  and  either 
re-laid  in  iron  pipes  or  the  sewer  encased  in  concrete. 

3.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

The  estimated  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district 
on  the  31st  December  1963  was  2?000  and  although  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  carry  out  a  factual  survey  there  are  approximately  10 
pail  closets  in  the  district. 

4.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  weekly  collection  of  domestic  refuse  has  been  maintained 
without  an  increase  in  the  number  of  operators  engaged  on  this  work. 
For  approximately  six  weeks  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  refuse 
collection  was  impossible  because  of  extremely  bad  weather  conditions. 
Under  these  conditions  householders  disposed  of  a  considerable  bulk 
of  their  refuse  by  burning  in  their  own  fireplaces  etc.  and  the  public 
could  no  doubt  assist  greatly  if  a  good  deal  more  combustible  material 
was  individually  burned.  In  general  at  least  ^QF/b  in  volume  of  the 
content  of  an  average  dustbin  is  combustible  and  it  is  inevitable 
that  as  the  installation  of  central  heating  systems  is  increasing, 
the  position  will  become  worse.  Apart  from  the  difficulty  in  making 
a  well  consolidated  tip  with  the  material  being  received  there  is  an 
added  risk  of  fly  nuisance  and  fire  and  I  believe  that  the  whole 
concept  of  controlled  tipping  will  have  to  be  re-assessed. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper  etc.  continued  throughout  the  year 
in  a  modified  form  the  quantity  baled  being  strictly  governed  by  the 
quota  imposed  by  the  pulp  mills. 

-  11  - 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  cont 


Street  sweeping  throughout  the  district  cannot  he  regarded  as 
satisfactory  and  it  must  he  pointed  out  that  this  service  is  not 
carried  out  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  Two  men  are  engaged  on 
sweeping  with  hand  hrooms  hut  they  can  only  he  regarded  as  scavengers 
removing  litter  from  footways  and  channels .  The  carriageways  of  roads 
are  never  swept  thoroughly  and  reliance  must  he  placed  on  weather  con¬ 
ditions  to  affect  cleansing.  The  improvement  in  road  surfacing  has 
considerably  reduced  the  dust  nuisance  hut  it  is  contended  that 
thorough  street  sweeping  is  still  an  important  part  of  environmental 
hygiene . 

5.  CAPPING ' SITES 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  district. 

6.  SWUmlNG  BATHS 

There  is  one  public  swimming  pool  at  East field  in  the  Urban 
District  owned  by  the  Council.  The  water  is  continually  circulated , 
-filtered  and  chlorinated  and  its  temperature  is  maintained  at  about 
70°F.  Chlorination  is  affected  by  a  Wallace  &  Tiernan  Automatic 
Chlorinator  and  the  purification  plant  is  of  the  Horsley  Piggott  hor¬ 
izontal  type.  The  turnover  period  is  estimated  to  he  12  hours  the 
pool  being  filled  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  from  the  mains  of 
the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company.  The  filtering  media  was  renev/ed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season  and  there  is  evidence  that  many  other 
parts  of  the  plant  will  require  a  complete  overhaul  in  the  near  future. 

Samples  are  taken  twice  daily  to  determine  the  pH  value  of  the 
water  and  the  residual  chlorine  reading. 

There  is  one  privately  owned  pool  in  the  district. 
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7.  HOUSING 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Local  Authority . 463 

Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  District ...  1 778 

The  repair  and  maintenance  of  the  council  owned  houses  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour.  The  severe  weather  conditions  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  caused  31 6  burst  pipes.  The  maintenance  staff,  consisting  of 
plumber,  mason  and  joiner  should  in  my  view  be  increased  by  the  addition 
of  two  painters  -  this  would  facilitate  the  execution  of  a  painting  pro¬ 
gramme  and  would  undoubtedly  reduce,  in  the  long  run,  the  amount  of  re¬ 
pairs  to  be  executed. 

(b)  Unfit  properties.  During  the  year  a  start  was  made  on  the 
inspection  of  50  houses  in  Garston  Street  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  Clear¬ 
ance  Area  in  implementation  of  the  Council’s  policy  of  dealing  with 
the  older  parts  of  the  town  in  the  first  instance  as  opposed  to  dealing 
with  scatterd  isolated  pockets.  The  Kilver  Street  Clearance  Order 

(lO  houses)  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  &  Local  Government. 
The  following  list  indicates  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  unfit  prop¬ 
erties  s- 

Number  of  houses  included  in  clearance  area  (Kilver  Street)  10 
Number  of  individually  unfit  houses  represented. . „  .  .13 


Undertakings  not  to  re-let  entered  into... .  4 

Schemes  of  repair  accepted.  . . . . . . . . .  1 

Demolition  orders  made . . . . . .  2 

Closing  orders  made . . . . .  3 

Deferred  pending  schemes  of  repair.... . . . . .  3 

(c)  New  Buildings. 


(1)  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

Local  Authority.....  12 
Private  enterprise..  32 

(2)  Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  year  end 

Local  Authority.....  Nil 
Private  enterprise..  23 
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Housing  cont . 

(3)  Number  of  houses  erected  from  1.4. 45  -  31.12.63 
Local  Authority. . . .  344 
Private  enterprise.  184 

(d)  Redevelopment.  Discussions  concerning  the  development 
of  part  of  Draycott  and  Cowl  Street  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  site,  because  of  the  differences  in  levels  ,  is  not  an  easy  one 
to  develop  but  the  outcome  of  these  discussions  was  the  production 
of  a  scheme  acceptable  to  the  Council  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & 

Local  Government.  141  units  of  accommodation  are  to  be  provided 
consisting  of  flats  and  maisonettes.  Details  for  the  completion  of 
the  Ridgeway  Estate  by  the  erection  of  34  houses  were  also  approved 
and  a  start  is  to  be  made  on  both  projects  in  1964* 

8.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Pour  applications  for  standard  grant  were  approved;  in  two  cases 
for  the  provision  of  all  standard  amenities,  the  remaining  twro  in 
respect  of  individual  amenities.  There  were  no  applications  for 
Discretionary  Grant. 

9.  POOD 

(a)  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  19*35  All  food  establishments  were 
inspected  during  the  year.  The  shop  referred  to  in  my  previous  re¬ 
port  as  unsatisfactory  was  brought  up  to  standard.  Action  was  necessary 
in  the  case  of  a  cafe  where  the  standard  of  hygiene  was  low  and  the 
conditions  were  improved  by  informal  action. 

(b)  Unsound  Food  The  following  food  was  surrendered  volun¬ 
tarily  as  unfit  for  human  consumptions- 

4  -  41b.  tins  of  chopped  pork. 

3  -  6lb.  tins  of  corned  beef. 

(c)  Milk. 

(1)  Number  of  registered  distributors . .  5 

(2)  Number  of  registered  dairy  premises (excl . farms) . .  5 

The  sampling  of  milk  is  carried  out  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

(a)  Icecream 

(l)  Number  of  premises  registered  for  retailing. ...  1 8 
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Icecream  cont.... 


(2)  Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture. . .Nil 
No  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  In  all 
cases  supplies  are  obtained  from  well  known  manufacturers  either 
wrapped  or  in  cartons. 

(e)  SLAUGHTER  HOUSES 

There  are  none  in  operation  in  the  district. 


-  15  - 


10.  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 
Fart  1  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

No.  of 

written 

notices 

1 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3?4*& 

6  are  to  "be  enforced 
x  "by  Local  Authorities 

22 

20 

— 

— 

(2)  Factories  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  (l)  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
' Authority 

20 

30 

— 

(3)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority 
x  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  1  premises) 

— 

- 

Total 

42 

} 

50 

! 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  -  Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961  continued 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


Nature 

of 

Y/ork 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No .  of 
outwork¬ 
ers  in 
August 
list 

reqd.  by 
Sec. 

no  (1) 

(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send¬ 
ing  lists 
to  the 
Council 

No .  of 
prosec- 
ut ions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

No.  of 
instan¬ 
ces  of 
v/ork  in 
unwhole¬ 
some  prem¬ 
ises 

Notices 

Served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

Wearing 
Apparel  2 
Making 
etc. 

Clean¬ 
ing  & 
w ashing 

| 

14 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

< 

1 

11 .  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

12.  KNACKERS  YARDS 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Deryck  E.  Clare,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  M.R.S.H., 
(Medical  Officer  of  Health) 

W .  L .  Barns  ley ,  M .  I  .Mun .  E .  ,  M .  R .  S .  H .  ,  M .  A .  P .  II .  1 .  , 
(Senior  Public  Health  Inspector.) 
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